n6               ESSAYS ON FAITH

To have been thus thrown back on this invisible
communion, the only veritable mystical Christ; to
have been made conscious of it by way of contrast
with and opposition to its symbol, is, for a few per-
haps, the necessary condition of a healthful and free
relation of union with the visible hierarchic Church.
For then they will realise that the latter fails of its
ideal perfection, and of the full measure of those
prerogatives which are dependent on its actualisation
of the ideal, just so far as it fails of precise coin-
cidence with the invisible Church, the mystical Christ,
the assembly of those " who are led by the Spirit of
God and are the Sons of God "; and just so far as
thousands of such Christlike men are excluded from
its communion, and thousands of un-Christlike men
are therein included.

The Christlike alone are genuine successors of the
Apostles; to such only is it said (in no mere legal,
official, fictional sense), a He that heareth you heareth
me. ... As the Father has sent me so send I you/'
&c. Could all these, and only these, be united in
ecumenical Council, there would Christ be in the
midst of them; their utterances and teachings would
be, purely and only, the product of spiritual experi-
ence, undistorted and unalloyed by the influence of
intellectual curiosity, or of sacerdotal ambition, or
of other unworthy determinants of doctrinal varia-
tion ; their authority would be that of the collective
conscience of humanity.

Towards this never to be attained ideal we are bound
to struggle, praying that God would bring together,
into this one visible society, the members of his
mystical body scattered throughout the world : Qiiam